
The Principal's Report – Mission Action Day 2022 

As Mission Action Day approaches, I would like to reflect on the importance of one of our 

Five Core Principles of Lasallian Education and the critical role it plays in shaping our 

students. These Principles help to describe important elements of our Lasallian Catholic 

approach to education. 

As they journey through Year 5 – 12, De La Salle students are regularly immersed in 

discussions, issues and projects around the Principle of Concern for the Poor and Social 

Justice. These Principles stem from gospel values, which we can all relate to regardless of 

our experience and background in formal religion. Greg Kopra, an American Lasallian 

academic with whom I was fortunate to work with a few years ago says, “We have a 

responsibility to act as we can when we encounter those who do not have access to the 

fullness of life… “especially the poor” in our mission statement.” 

Aligned to this vision, De La Salle challenges our students to give special consideration to 

those most in need. Our concern goes especially to those who have the least – those who 

are economically poor, those who are marginalised, those who are forgotten by society – 

more locally, those youth entrusted to our care who are having the greatest difficulty – be it 

economic, social, spiritual, interpersonal, familial, academic, etc. 

Our concern goes beyond Malvern – we are certainly about building a concerned, 

supportive, welcoming, inclusive, healing community at the College, but we are but one 

chapter in the lives of the young people “entrusted to our care” – so what is our 

responsibility for preparing them for adulthood? Part of this responsibility lies in opening 

their eyes to the poverty and need within the broader local community and more 

specifically in relation to Mission Action Day fundraising, the world. 

Our Lasallian schools in Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka and Pakistan are the main 

beneficiaries of the funds raised through MAD sponsorship. Unfortunately, many of these 

schools rely heavily, if not totally, on external funding to remain open and viable. They 

serve the educational needs of many thousands of underprivileged students, in very poor 

areas, in very poor conditions. 

The My Cause fundraising platform introduced this year makes it easier than ever for 

students to seek sponsorship, so please discuss with your sons and support their efforts to 

bring hope, resources and joy to our Lasallian neighbours. 
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