
 
 
 
Today is the ‘Feast of St. Patrick’ -  St. Patrick was an English priest who, after being 
kidnapped and held captive as a slave in Ireland, escaped home to England only to hear 
God calling him to go back and share the Gospel with his former captors. There are many 
myths and legends surrounding St. Patrick’s life, but one thing we know for certain is that 
he was an incredible servant of the Lord. During his ministry in Ireland he planted over 700 
churches, baptized thousands of people (some say as many as 100,000) and changed the 
course of Ireland forever. Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona duit! (Happy St. Patrick's Day to you!)  

 
St. Patrick’s Breast Plate 

As I arise today, 
may the strength of God pilot me, 
the power of God uphold me, 
the wisdom of God guide me. 
May the eye of God look before me, 
the ear of God hear me, 
the word of God speak for me. 
May the hand of God protect me, 
the way of God lie before me, 
the shield of God defend me, 
the host of God save me. 
May Christ shield me today. 
Christ with me, Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit, 
Christ when I stand, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 

Amen. 
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